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Legislative Ethics Process

Complaint may be filed for:

• Breach of the Legislative Code of Conduct

• Conviction or plea of guilty / no contest to a crime of moral turpitude

Technical Review of Complaint by the Legislative Ethics

Commission

• Complaint must comply with form requirements

• Cannot be filed within 60 days respondent standing for

election

• Cannot re-file an allegation that has already been reviewed

by the Commission unless there is new evidence

Complaint Filed

• By two registered voters, one of whom must have first-hand

knowledge of the allegation; or

• By two Senators or Representatives

� affidavits / evidence attached for each allegation

� list of requested witnesses

If the above requirements are met, the complaint must be

reviewed by the Commission

Respondent files response
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Review by Independent Legislative Ethics Commission

Membership

Nominated by Speaker and President:

• 1 former legislator

• 2 former judges

Nominated by House and Senate Minority

Leaders:

• 1 former legislator

• 1 former judge

Former judges must be approved by a majority of

the Speaker, President, and House and Senate

Minority Leaders

• Hearing is closed to the public

• Commission must give public notice that they are meeting to review an ethics

complaint

• Complaint is private

� If the complaint (or its information) is released, the complaint is dismissed (but

may be refiled)

• Hearing structure is similar to a trial

� Testimony of witnesses/cross-examination, etc.

Each allegation that is proved is forwarded to

the House or Senate Legislative Ethics

Committee.

Proved = 4 out of 5 members vote that the

allegation is supported by a preponderance of 

the evidence

Commission publicly releases:

• findings on proved allegations, which

include votes and comments on the

proved allegations; and

• a modified complaint and response

that include only the proved

allegations
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Review by House or Senate Ethics Committee

Membership

Four majority party members

Four minority party members

• Hearing is conducted in public

• Hearing structure is similar to the commission's review

• Committee deliberates in private after hearing evidence and testimony

• Committee releases findings on all allegations reviewed, which contain:

� Vote on each allegation and comments

� Recommendations to House or Senate for disciplinary action on proved allegations

P No action

P Discipline/Censure

P Expulsion

Each allegation that is proved is forwarded to

entire House or Senate.

Proved = a majority of the committee votes that

the allegation is supported by a standard of clear

and convincing evidence

Action by House or Senate

Vote to:

• Discipline/Censure legislator (removal of

privilege, reprimand, etc.) -- Requires

majority vote

• Expulsion -- Requires 2/3 vote


